Effects of food temperature and ambient temperature during a meal on food intake in the rat.
Rats kept either at thermoneutrality (29 degrees C) or in the cold (19 degrees C) were fed either at thermoneutrality or in the cold. Rats kept in the cold ingested consistently more food than rats kept at thermoneutrality. Also, independently of nature temperature, rats fed in the cold ingested more food than rats fed at thermoneutrality. There was no interaction between nurture temperature and meal temperature. In a second experiment, rats kept at thermoneutrality were fed food pellets previously warmed or cooled to 12, 29, or 48 degrees C. Food temperature per se had no significant effect on food intake.